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The Program Manager
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street

Suite #155

Sacramento, CA 55814

On behalf of‘the Silicon Valley Manufacturing Group, | would like fo thank
you for the opporiunity to comment an CALFED's 1999 Programmatic
EVR/EIS.

By way of background, the Manufacturing Group is a public policy trade
association representing 150 of Silicon Valiey's largest high-tech and
supporting industry employers on a variely of issues affecting the
business climate and quality of life for those who live and wark in Silicon
Valley. These companies empioy mare than 250,000 workers,
representing one in four private sector workforce in Silicon Valiey.
These companies are also part of the $106 billion regional economy of
San Jose. To our members, conservation has become a religion.

The Manufacturing Group has been working with the Santa Clara Valley
Water District to review Programmatic EIR/EIS offered by CALFED and
woulid like to commend you for your hard work in developing this package
for discussion. As you may be aware, we also submitted joint letters
with the Water District and other stakeholders which are generally
supportive of CALFED. In that letter, we alsa listed critical needs and
expectations from CALFED. These include water supply reliability
improvements, drinking water quality improvements, and an affordable
and equitable solutions.

A reliable, and consistently high quality water supply is essentia! far the
future well being of Silicon Valley since it is critical to supporting our $106
billion regional economy. Decision-making to this end should be
consensus driven, include both the economy and the environment, lock
at new methods to finance water facilities, explore more market driven
approaches, and be based upon long term comprehensive planning.

As members of the business community, we would like to point out some
of the areas that need improvements in the Programmatic EIR/EIS
document.

The mission of Calfed Bay-Delta program is to develop a long-term
comprehensive plan that will rastore ecological health and improve water
management for beneficial uses of the Bay-Delta. However, the package
before us today focuses more on near-term implementation, with no clear
indication en how to accomplish long-term goals water supply reliability
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and water quality improvements. We are further concerned about the lack of near-term actions
that would provide needed improvements in water supply reliability or in drinking water quality.

Silicon Valley employers deserve safe, clean, and high quality water. Water supply agencies
and utilities continue to implement advance treatment technologies to meet increasingly
stringent regulatory standards. Similarly, many of the electronic and semiconductor companies
have invested heavily to further treat their water for their high quality needs. The higher quality
the water that arrives at the manufacturer's plant, the less costly it wili be for the manufacturer to
utilize that water for their high quality needs. Protecting and improving Bay-Delta watersheds
will improve water quality for all industries and urban areas for years to come. We all work
together {o assure that, we urge you to ensure the PEIS/EIR contains:

< a clear schedule on establishing quantifiable benchmarks for the improvement of source
water quality as it relates to chemical constituents

*» 3 commitment to study the option of additional storage capacity for future growth while
ensuring protection of the Bay-Delta estuaries and fisheries

< aggressive conservation and recycling by all businesses and residents in the State

We believe it is vital o our economy and our continued viability as manufacturers in Silican
Valley to support the Calfed Program in its efforts to tackle the tough water issues surrounding
the Bay-Delta, Silicon Valley and the State. In order to continue to supparting CLAFED as
promised, it is important assurances that our water supply reliability and quality will not be
compromised.

Silicon Valley relies on imported water from the Bay-Delta for over half of its annual supply.
Uncertainty of this supply could be detrimental to the economies of Silicon Valley. With an
expected gain of 1.4 million new residents in the nine-county Bay Area region by the year 2020,
fong-term solutions must he made now to meet the future supply demands. The preferred
Calfed altemative must be refocused to give employers confidence of knowing we will have
reliable, consistent supply of high quality water, even in dry years.

Your time and consideration of our views is greatly appreciated. We look forward to continuing
to work with you and your staff to ensure that Silicon Valley remains a healthy place to live and
do business. Thank you.

Respectfully Submitted,

Chris Elias
Director, Environmental Programs
(408)501-7852
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History

BY BETTY BARNACLE
Mercury News Rtaff Weiter

Charles Kamakea Jr. set ot to
paint a mural of a century of war,
but first he had to work a televi-
sion set and an electric box into
his painting.

These modem objects al the
Veterans of Foreign Wars hall in
Santa Clara had to stay put, the
VEW said. Now the electric box
is disguised ag jungle foliage in a
riveting Vietnam scene, and dra-
matic colors draw aftention
away from television set,

Kamakea, 64, a former Marine,
was asked to pamt an Sby30-
foot montage of America’s wars
since the VFW began in 1888,
The mwral will be dedicated at
the post’s public centennial party
Sept. 2b.

Huge American flags are like
bockends at each side of the mu-
ral, In between, the embattled

USS Maine sinks, starting the -

Spanish-American War in 1899: a
Coast Guard officer kneels be-
side a fallen comrade on a bum-
ing deck in World War 1; a GI car-
ries a woundad buddy to safety
m Korea in the 19505 next to a
Purple Heart and the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor; tanks of
all vintages trundle across the
painted landscape and a World
War 1 bomber soars throngh the
alr,

This isn't Kamakea's first mu-
ral.

“1 did cther ones for mess halls
for the Marines, Navy and Army
all over the place,” he said be-
tween stints up and down a lad-
der. "1 really put mysell into
them. I think U'm there when [
paint a scene,”

Kamakea hits the history
bogks before he adds anything,
said Tom Flowers, a member of
Post 3982,

See MURAL, Page 28

PHOTOGRAPHS 5Y GARY REYES — MERCURY NEWS
Ex-Marine Charles Kamiakea Jr., lop, donated
his time t¢ paint the mural al the Santa Clara
VFW hall. The work depicts U.S. soldiers during
the past 100 years, abave.

l\-.’vb&\,ﬂ.ls-hn!—‘.-‘.
Next. week, po-
lice will present the sutopay resulis
and other investigative reports 1o the
district attorfiey’s office, which will
determine if charges will be filed
against 3 28-year-old paroled sex of
fender with whom Bonilia spent her
lagl evening alive, San Jose police
spokesman Rubens Dalaison said Pri-
Using information supplied by the
man, and under direction of hamicide
investigators, workers at Browning-
See BONILLA, Page 2R

Valley gets
to speak on
delta plan -

BY FRANK SWEENEY
Mercury News Statf Writer

SHlicon Valley residents — as well
as industries that have a hoge stake
in the cutrome — will get a chance
Tuesday to sound off on a controver-
sial statefederal plan to restore the
ecological health of the Sacramento-
San Joaquin River Delis, -

The della, throngh which most of
California’s rivers mm before flowing
into San Franciaco Bay, is the sowrce
of two-thieds of California’s drinkifg
water. In normal years, it provides
half of what Santa Clara Coumty con-
sumes, a sapply that k4 critical 1o Sili-
con Valley manufacturing processes.

“We need high-quality water, and
we aleo need a relishie waler sup-
ply,” said Chris ERss, envivonmerstal
programs divector for the Silloon Val-
ley Manufacturing Group, which rep-
resents the biggest high-lech cempa-
nies i the county, "It is inte-

See DELTA, Puge 2B
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S.J. hearing set on plan
to fix ecology of delta

The def

N DELTA

Jrom Page IB

ul w mainmaining u healthy acono-

iy and Lo protect the qualily of life.”
For hightach industries, the waler

X rectives o't clean enowgh for

n addition to fixing the strugpling
bay and delta enviromment, the 35,2

swr’s burgeoning populwion. Uld-
mtcly, the cogl cquid exrend 510
billiom over e pext 30 years.

Th hearing In San Jose iz one of u
serien held uwround the stalc W pet
public comment on the plan, devel
cped after more than four years of
mudy.  Several  crvironmental
Jroups, as wed] as buginesy reprosen-
tatives, will be amohyg those sXpect-
ou ko tesdfy,

No solutionyet

Although [t hus been hulled by
supporters a3 a solution w end dec-
ues of Callfomis water wars, the re-
artony o far indicalen the dispule
haa it been resolved.

Utbin water Aguncied aay it won't
provide enwugh highquulity water
tor their growing populstions and .-
dusiries. Cantrul Valley famcrs
Mp‘mﬂmhmmlt
of and farmers oul of
businesa.  Environmentalists, while
happy Gt the plan docs not mchide
building & peripheral canal around
dledell&wndmmtdomghm
offset the dedline of endimgerad
salmon and other iy species.

The delts sprouds out gver 78,000

Joaquin vivers, Hoge diversions of
water — druwn outl Bwough pumps
near Tracy and inoved asith n uque-
duets of (e Central Vulley Praject
and State Water Project — have re-
duced drinking waer quality il put
wwo fish species, the winter-nm Chi.
nook salon wnd delia siwll on the
- enrangured list.

The deles stulics are schedluled to
be compledxd in June, with the pro-
JeCty Lo begin 29 finanicing ia Apcnred.

Conmouction of a 44-mlle concrete
i uround the raslem edge of the
deita to make N crsier to spdp higvr
quality water sanith — to Santa Clara
County 3 well a8 $outhern Ualifor-

peripheral eanal,
Proposed by (lov., .qur Browm In
1942, the Peripheral Canal wos re-

jectad by voters In 2 bitler north.

sovith political water war. Bul sunall-

© op versions of such o cunal, euphes

mlstcully cailed an “isolated cozvey-
ance Brility, ™ have been considere!
by waler plannen since.

“The periphcral eandl isyue dem-
angtratés how the wuter estahlish-
et won't et u bad wlea dic,” gaid
Juckde McCon of e Sierma Club,
“They keep tarnley buck ta the: idea
that dmms and eanals will solve thelr
problems.”

The anEwWer [3 (ore Water conser-
vatlon, MeCort seid, ritlng Sanea Clo-
ra County as an eX:unple_ The coun-
ty uses magthly what it conxumed a

Aeriule ago, degpite cnurmous

popu-

ton and Imlusirial growth, she
said.

Hirwever, the Ranta Ulwe Valley

Waler Ihgrriet sinhods eantinuines

£We need
high-quality water,
and we also need a
refiable water
supply. 1t is integral
to ... a healthy
economy. 3

~ Chrie Bli

0 the goate and fuderal water project
pustpes n the south delia

Hold door opan

Elloy, of the manifactuomg sroug,
agrved thatl conscrvaton should be a.
critical elemant of any plan, but add-
e that a conul arcand the deha
shoild fiot be miled ow without fur-
Urer scudy. “We don't wal 1o cloas
that dowr,” he said,

While the plun daea 1ol call for
tmmedlale  constuction of new
digewr or reservuirs, it woukl provide
for studivs & 12 wikes around e
L H'T S

To increaye water Mipply, the
calls for dredgmyg, parts of the wnuth
delia to speed water flow, o oncour-
age more water recyeling and cute
servition, and (o cutablish “environ.
mental waler accounta” () Lyy water
Prown. [nrooaen Ary| cities that would
run:m'lm in in the dalea far flah and wild.

{3 .

The plan would reducy pollution
by chunping down un pesticide run-
off from farmy und 0il and oliver con-
randnund mnof from cities.

The CalPe/ wak forcs, a coulition
of 15 fealeml and stary wfencies, wax
formed by the Wilkon and Clinon
adminiszratons in 190, The agree
nwnt forged 3 truce in hope of lind-
ing a romunon solution 1o the delta’s
probleny after devzisley of lowmlly
by [armers, vnvironmentilists and
cités nver who gels how much wa-
tar. .

IF YOUPRE INTENESTED

The Caifud public kaarimg wil be
Tuesday in the San Josa Unrisd
School Distnct bosrd room. B55 Len-
7en Ave., bamween Siexckiun Avenue
nne) Tha Alamenzi m Gan Joke 1Hwil
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